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D. C. SOLDIER GIVEN
3 YEARS FOR CRIME

Private Ward Sentenced for
Slaying Andrew J. Cooper
While on Sentry Duty.

TRAGEDY AT CAMP MEIGS

Private Jerry Ward, Company A, Ist
,Separate Battalion, District National
‘Guard, who shot and killed Andrew .J.
Cooper, an elderly carpenter, at Camp
" Meigs, the guartermaster training eamp,
‘5th street and Florida avenue north-
* east, on the morning of October 12, will
'be confined at hard labor for three years
“4n the United States penitentiary at
. Atlanta, Ga.

. The military court-martial which
‘tried the soldier based its sentence on
the theory that he was guilty of in-
luntary manslaughter, the penalty
of which offense in time of peace is
xed by the articles of war at three
‘vyears’ imprisonment at hard labor.
grl‘. Gen. Eli D. Hoyle, commanding
¢he Eastern Department, the reviewing
authority, however, held that the sen-
tence was “wholly inadequate” for the
offens: committed, regardless of
whether it was voluntary or involun-
‘tary manslaughter, and approved it
»only in order that the accused should
not “ezcape well deserved punishment.”

Trial Held Here.

The trial was held at Washington
barracks. The court was composed al-
most entirely of officers of the E
gineer Corps. Capt. William H. Hol-
combe was president of the court and
Capt. H. ‘L. Robb, the judg%advmte.
and Second Lieut. George Fr Young, the
assistant judge advocate. Secand Lieut.
Ernest C. Dedicks was counsel for the
accused.

The charge on which Ward was tried
was “violation of the 934 article of
war,”” and the specification was that
at the time and place indicated above
he did “willfully, felonjously and un-
lawfully kill one Andrew J. Cooper
by shoeting him in the body with a
.lr'im .rifle” The accused pleaded

Not guilty” to the charge and speci-
fication. Seyeral. days were occupled
in taking testimony and hearing the
arguments of the judge advocate and
the counsel for the defense

The witnesses examined were .Capt.
C. C.'H. Davls, First Lleut. Benjamin
D. Boyd. Bergt. Eugene Davis ands
gni.' Raymond Minor, Ernest Graves

! les E. Hughes of the 15t Sepa-

rate oo on and the following-named

Marvin D. Phillips, John W.
Dm.a_ qﬂl Dr. Charles Fischkan,

It was shown that as there was
Tropey In -urtemunrn umi

when he was shot by

mmu'
Victim an Old Man.

It n: testified that Cooper was an
old with defective hearing and
that he was merely trying to make a
shokt cut to his place of work, and also
that he was unarmed.

The accused testified tLat after he
had shoved Cooper dow1 the embank-

. ment Cooper sald, "That's all right, TNl

get you,” and came back with his hand
behind him “as if to draw a weapon,
and I wheeled around and shot him.”

The court found Ward “gulity” of the
charge and of the ?ecinutlcm “gullty
dxcepting the words ‘felonlously and,’'and
subgituting therefor the words ‘'in the

execution of his duty as a sentinel failed
to use other available, adequate nd
less violent means of por!wmln,
mmm by the use of undue for

the excepted words not guilty and o!
thl substituted words ‘guilty.””

The sentence imposed was that the ac-
cused “be dishonorably discharged the
service, to forfeit all pay and allow-
m due or to become due while in

der thia sen and to
ho confilned at hard labor at such place
as the nvicwing l.uthurity may direct
for three years.’

Declares Sentence Inadequate.

Gen.“ Hoyle in his review of the case
said:
“The court. having been directed to re-
convene because its sentence was regardea
as jnadequate and the offense as one or
voluntary rather than involuntary man-
-l.ntlner. it met informally and return-
the charges by indorsement, in
whhh it in effect requested further in-
formation as to why fts findings and
sentence should be revized and stated
that the record had not been received.

*The president of the court should
have telegraphed or written for the rec-
ord and the proceedings on revision
had in due form. On further reference
the attention of the court was called to
the fact that whether the mansiaughter
in this case was regarded as voluntary
or iavoluntary, the sentence was re-
garded as inadequate.

“The court adhered to its original
findings and sentence for the reasons
that it had no infermation on which it
could change its opinion that the of-
fense was involuntary manslaughter
and that owing to the normal peace
time conditions at the scene of the
erime, it could see mo reason at present
10 make the punishment greater than
that deemed adequate by the Fresident
in time of peace.

“The reviewing authorily is unable
1o agree with the court In its view of

this case. There was no necessity for,

the accused to resort 1o the extreme
measure he took in enforcing hil= or-
ders and the sentece
wholly inadequate: but in prder that
the accused may not escape well de-
served punishment. it is approved and
will be duly executed. The U'nited
States penitentiary at Atlanta, Ga., is
designated as the place of conflnement,
but pending further arders this general
prisoner will be held at Washington
barracks, D. C."

American Fighters Visit. Naples.

ROME, December 25.—Several hundred
American naval officers and men are on
& vislt to Naples on Christmas leave.

They have altracted great attention
from the Italians, crowds of whom fol-
low them about the streets. More than
“a hundred Americans attended a recep-
tion given in their honor by Ambas-
sodor Thomas Nelson Page.

French Officials’ Terms Extended.
PARIS, Monday. December n.—'nu
sw«: deputies today adop
iresolution extendl
ll‘;nm

until the end | o

iz regarded as,

terms of all hsd
olut!nt will be held in h

A. LANTERN LOSES
$9 WORTH OF COAL

While A. Lantern was out last
night somebody walked off with
$9 worth of his coal. The thief
took the coal from im fromt eof
Mr. Lantern's residence, 573 2d
street northeast, according to the
report made to the police today.

The peolice nay that vwhen A.

n he was
“trimmed” for his coal plle it was
the first theft of the kind report-
ed to the attention of the depart-
ment since coal took rank with
dimmonds and other precious ar-
ticlen. Ne light has been shed on
the jdentity of the robher as yet.

NAVY YARD EXPERTS
10 ADVISE CONGRESS

Will Recommend New Sites or
Abolition of Present Con-
struction Plants.

INTEREST AWAITS REPORT

Expert advice as to the advisability of
egtablishing new navy yards and the de-
sirability of abolishing any existing
navy yard is to be given, soon after
Congress reassembles, to the naval af-
fairs committee of .the House, which,
through a subcommittee, is inguiring
into the way in which the Navy has been
condueting its share in the war.
Replresentulive Lemuel P. Padgett of
Tennecssee, chairman of the naval af-
fairs committee, said today that he
expects soon to receive the report of
the commission on navy yards and
naval stations, instructed by Congress
to make a thorough. investigation of
navy yards and locations recommended
for new yards. This commission was
appointed before the United States en-
tered the world war. In view of the
larger work for the Navy, and on ac-
count of the present inguiry into naval
management, there iz much interest in
what the commission will propose to
Congress.

The subcommittee, of which Repre-
sentative William B. Oliver of Alabama
is chairman, will resume hearings as

poon as the members return from their
recess. Ihe ua.e; d:.t.e bu not vet

“lt >

sis
ll% r Admiral G. W.
oY, dmiral W. L. Capps,
Civil lnzineor I—l H. Rousseau and
Civil Eaxlnaar F. T. Chambers, Ad-
miral Cap flnw on the sick list and
torl:‘d to de-ilt from the strenuous
routine to which he has been accus-
tomed.
Admiral McEiroy is chief of the of-
fice of "inspection of machineéry at the
Fore River shipyard—in resality he is
in charge of the inspection of all rub-
marine destroyers, which is a most
important post at this time. Admiral
Rousseau js still assistant general
manager of the Emergency Fleet Cor-
ration, having survived the admin-
strations of Admiral Capps and of Gen.
Goethals: he iz also director of the
Panama railroad and holds several
other important offices. Admiral Helm
and Civil Engineer Chambers are
spending practically all their time on
the work assigned to them by Con-
gEresa.
Capt. Chambers Is A new member of
the commission, heving been appointed
fo take the place vacated in the spring
by Commander C. L. Hussey, U. 8. N.

Compiling Beport to Congress.

The commission is now busy compil-
ing its report to Congress. Tt iz ex-
peoted that this work *will not be com-
plated for about two weeks.

This report will include data about a
number of locations proposed as sites
for new yards, which has been gath-
ered during a tour of inspection by a
board conpisting of Admiral Helm,
Capt. Chambers, as civil engineer, and
Lieut. P. N. L. Bellinger, aviation ex-
pert.

Representative Padgett esaid that al-
ready four parts of the commission's
report have been made and printed,
taking up its work by districts. The
fifth part, now being prepared, will take
up in part the conditions that it
found along the Pacific coast. It is un-
derstood that it will also include data
regarding possible sites on the Gulf of
Mexico.

From reliable sources in Congress it
was learned that the commission 1s
likely to recommend at least two new
navy yards, that Secretary Daniels is
opposed to such a program and that
Congress is inclined to take the au-
thority in its own hands and order the
yards established. There is a strong
feeling that at least one of the old-
established navy vards will be practi-
cally abandoned.

TWO CHILDREN DEAD
FROM GAS POISONING

Wards of Board of Guardians Suc-|
cumb in Home of Nurse Who
Was Caring for Them.

{ Esther Reed Wheeler, thirteen vears

old, and Mary Scott, eleven years old,
were found dead this morning from
gas poisoning at 643 South Carolina
avenue southeast. the home of Lucy
Payne, 2 colored nurse in the employ
of the bhoard of children's guardians.
The children were the wards of the
board. Mary Scott had been under the
nurae's care since she was a baby and
Esther Wheeler had been under her
care for the last nine months.

This morning the nurse permitted the
children to sleep later than usual be-
cause they were up late last night par-
ticipating in a Christmas party, When
neither child had appeared on the lower
floor at 8:30 o'clock the nurse and a
sister went to their room and found
them dead, A partly open gas fixture
indicated from where the gas had es-
capped. Detective Barbee and Precinct
Detective Waters made an investigation
after & physician from Casualty Hos-
pital had pronounced the children dead.

Dr. Willlam B. Carr, acting coroner,
lafter mmlnlng‘tllo nurse and others,
was satisfled t olu of th. chlldrau

muﬁy
dim light left ln t?‘ room on

mn out during the night and muod
the m to uup..

ad
; m«n luuludsd lmllm‘ﬂll and
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BOOM IN POLITICS
ON 1918 PROGRAM

Senate and House Close, War
Issues Up, 1920 in
Distance.

BOTH PARTIES ON ALERT

After the first of the year there will
be a hoom in political activities of both
‘the great parties. The campaign for the
Senate and House of Representatives,
whieh will culminate in November of
next year, is classed as national in as-
pect and as of more than ordinary

country-wide importance.

The enhanced significance of the ap-
proaching campaign is attributable to
several considerations. 1t lays the
groundwork for the presidential elec-
tions of 1920. The fact that the two
parties are so closely divided in the
House and with a margin in the Benate
that is susceptible of being reversed
next year or increased, as the case may
he, gives tremendous impetus to ef-
forts Lo carry the elections in the fall,

Doubt and Sporting Zest Present.

Moreover, the lack of radical de-
markation between the policies and
principles of the two parties lends an
element of doubt to the outcome as
well as a sporting zest in the game.
With the war continuing through 1318,
old-time party fetiches will be  taboo.
The party that talks tariff will be a=
one crying in the wilderness. Prohibi-
tion cannot be claimed by either party,
not even the. prohibition party, as a per-
sonal asset. The evenly devided repub-
lican and democratic vote in the House
on’ the constitutional amendment set-
tled that. Government ownership may
by election day be practically in actual,
operation on !he railroads.  “Stand by
the President” may fall flat, ‘as both
parties in Congress and the country are
now standing =ide by side with him.

Voters may, it is thought now . by
politicians, have to fall back under old
party nomenclatures without having
anything- especially distinctive to point
to as warranting the aagrention. A
man will be a democrat or republican
because he has always been one, or his
father is one, or some friend is a candi-
date on the ticket. Or he may toss a
coin for the choice, if not over particu-
lar, for all the principles attached.

Business Interests in Politics.

And yet in this twilight zone of par-
tisan indistinctiveness will be fought
one of the most intensive campaigns
witnessed in many years. It is nlrendy
quite evident that busi and 1
trial interests of the country will take
a more active part in the campaign
than they ‘ha.\'a exerted . since Mark
Hanna rl-lliﬂi

be

;:anﬂldlt 25
to e capacity

t;.ndidﬁtxu will be more impwtl.nt‘thnn

their party classification.

Class Legislation in Congte-.

The presen t Congress has given the
business of the country an eilmple of
violent, not to say virulent, class
tion, which will begin to make itself folt
just about the time congressmen are com-
ing up for renomination. The men and
their works will be evidence at one and the
same time. And they do not all belong
to one party, either; there are republicans.
pr ves and hitherto regulars fs well
us democrats whose voles are on record
and apeeches in print.

One of the first activities of the new
yvear will be the reorganization of the
republican congressional campalgn com-
mittee, the tody which i8 supposed to
conduet campaigns for the election of
members of the House of Representa-
tives. In the past two campalgns, how-
ever, the organization has not maintained
the traditions of former committees, and
tha resuilt, it iz claimed, is shown in the
reduced renuhlican representation. Fac-
tional and personal jealousies ars gener-
ally assumed to have contributed to the
situation.

May Not Seek Re-Election.

The belief widely prevails that Chair-
man Woods and Secretary Eversman will
not seek re-election. Nathan B. Scott. a
banker of this city, is treasurer. If Mr.
Woods concludes not to run for chairman,
or if it is decided to op his re-elec-
tion, several names will be presented,
among them BSenator Weeks of Massa-
chusetts, Representative Longworth of
Ohio, Representative Wood of Indiana
and Representative Winslow of Massa-
chusetts.

A caucus of republicans will meet early
in January and authorize the several
gtate delegations to choose from among
their number a senator or representative
for thelr state on the new committee. and
the men thus designated will alect officers
of the committee. This is usually done by
the last of February and the committes
starts in to work on the campaign.

G. 0. P. Committee May Reorganize.

The republican national commiltee, as
set forth in The Star yesterday, may also
reorgznize in February by the election of
a new chairman. The democratic con-
gresgional committee will likewise ¢hoose
membership during the early months of
the new year.

Thae democratic campalgn, however, for
both House and Senate will be largely
ventered In the national committee and its
tubsidiaries, under the new plan of zone
lmmpn.igns. which has been adoTted by
,'.'hrs national organization and part
‘operation for nearly two months. This
| scheme divides the country into zones by
groups of states, with a8 pational chair-
man for ench zone, who will have supreme
authority and be held to personal ac-
countability for results.

Democrats Want SBenate.

The democrats are more intent upon
carrying the Senate than anvthing else.
They realize that the Housse election is a
hazard, due to the handicap of the party
in power for responsibility over war con-
ditions, which may react on the individual
and the personal record of individuals.

But they think this will be not'so much
the case ing the senatorships.
There are five statés where the demo-
crats hope to make n# with new can-
didates and they expect to capitalize pa-
triotism and minimize the mistakes
the military branches,- not attribu
they will claim, to the democratic
ministration or party. o

The republicans;, for thelr part, confi-
dently count upon gaining at the expense
of the administration from the complaints
pouring in- of shortcomings In prepared-
neas and effectiveness.

Franco-American Fraternity Meets.

PARIS, Monday, December 24.—Mar-
shal Joffre presided today at 2 manifes-
tation in the Sorbonne organized by the
“Franco-American Fraternity,” which

thus far has given aid to 47,000 French
war orphans, American’ A.mhmu!or

Eblm sat  beside Marshal Joffre.
Ii! and Fell, members of
ade Other|th

.m l,o the ru'pport of

'vitk Ram Chandra, who is on trial In

HOow’~
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RGES FUEL SAVING
AINST GOLD SNAP

John L. Weaver Points to Lib-
eral Receipts Yesterday as
Chance to Economize.

John 1. Weaver, federal fuel adminis-
trator for the District, said today that
yesterday's receipts of coal in Washing-
ton were eonstdulbly more liberal than
the average of recent days, and have re-
sulted, in conjunet!on with the mild
weather, in Mod improvement in the

The mther bumu rmru that b § rold.
wave {8 headed this way. Should there
bé mccompanying snowstorms to delay
railroad traffic, conditions would become
acute in a few days. It would be the
height of folly, he .said today, not to
taks advantage of the increaséd supply
and mild weather to get a little coal
ahead against the certain coming of cold
and a serious scarcity.

Now that the Chrtstmau shopping
period is over Mr. Weaver intends to
insist upon a plore strict obgervance
of the “lightless night” regulations.
Many merchants, he said, have had
their stores brilliantly lighted inside
after closing hours. THhis will have to

stop.

Mr, Weaver will begin at once plans
for making a success of the national
fuel administration’s proposal for . a
“tag your shovel” day. He doesn't in-
tend a single coal shovel in the.XNa-
tional Capital ‘shall escape tagging.

The shovel at the White House will
be one of the first adorned. That in
the building ocdupied by the fuel ad-
ministration will not be far behind.

THREE GRANDCHILDREN
AT WHITE HOUSE TREE

Strictly Family Christmas Observed,
President and Wife Remain
Indoors Toduy.

A strictly family Christmas is being
observed at the White House today.
Because of the inclement weather the
President and Mrs. Wilson did not at-
tend church services this morning, and
for the same reason plans for an after-
noon on the golf links were abandoned.

The president’s daughter, Mrs, Fran-
cis B. Bayer, and her two children are
guesis at the White House., This after-

noon the Presldent’'s other grandchild, |

little Miss Eleanor McAdoo, daughter
of Becretary and Mrs. McAdoo, joined
the party around the big Christmas
tree.

This evening there will be a family
dinner. Additional guests will be the
President's hrother. Joseph Wilson, and
hia family, of Baltimore,

The annual distribution of .gifts to
Children living along the road to the
Washington Golf and Country Club
wan made vesterday afternoon by Mrs.
Wilson, the President being unable to
Eet away from his official duties. Agy-
preciation of these remembrances by
the President and Mrs. Wilson was at-
tested by the fact that fully seventy-
five children lined up to receive them.
This was an Increase of about 50 per
cent over last year.

Each of the 126 or more employes at
the White House received a turkey as
the personal gift of the President,

ALLEGED GERMAN SPY CAUGHT

Frang Schulenberg Held at San

' Francisco as an Arch Plotter.
SAN FRANCISCO, December
Federal officials annoynce the arrest
on 2 presidential warrant of Franz

25.—

‘{Bchulenberg, alleged to be one of the

cleverest and most dangerous German
sples operating on the Pacific Coast.

According to Army officers, he planned
to deatroy government docks and ship-
ping_ in most of the big _coast ports.
Military u:thorlﬂas said Schulen-
berg, under instruction from Lieut,
Wilhelm von Brincken, formerly mili-
tary attache at the local German con-
gulate, purchased a ton of dynamite in
Seattle about the time of the explosion
of a barge loaded with munitions in
Pugdt sound. There is avidence,
waoe' stated, of close association -be-
twaen Schulanberg  and - Franz Von
Papgn. former head of the German
secret service in thes United States, and

courts on a charge of vio-
Llntl!' the nautn‘lity of the Unltad

: M-%w

ity

ITALIANS DRVE

BACK AT ENEMY

Strive to Null Austro-German

Gain West of the
Brenta Biver.

VICTORY ON LOWER PIAVE

By the Associated Prems.

ITALIAN ARMY HEADQU:ARTERS
IN NORTHERN- ITALY, Monday, De-
cember -24.—Having devoted - ail ' his

ag Al tattindn ADS 20kt 4
four houts to the Frantels yalley, whic
gives another line of approach to thc
lowér level. These valléys lte-on oppo-
site sides of the Brenta river, with Ger-
man divislonk operating east of the
river in an effort to push through the
Valley of San Lorenzo, and the Aus-
trians fighting west of the river, in an
attempt to effect a _penetration over the
Franzela valley route.

Gain Few Hundred Yards.

The latest attack on the west side
of the river was-preceded by a heavy
bombardmént. This prepnrntir.m was
| followed up by the advance of succes-
sive waves of infantry from a large
conceniration of enkmy forces, which
succeeded Iin making a few huondred
vards' progress.

The: Italiang, however, are still contest-
ing the ground, their counter attack be-
ing yet in progress.

Enemy troops from,the Russian-and Ru-
manian fronta have been identifled during
the lateat atfacks. It is also established
that Austrian troops along the Piave are
belng =hifted to the mountain region with
the evident purpose of concentrating all
ammtion on breaking through from the
north.

Menace to Venice Ended.

The menace to Venice from the recent
success of the enemy in one of his numer-
ous attempts to cross the old Piave has
l"mv;rr been ended by a brilliant. ni;ht at-
tack.

The 17th Bersaglieri drove the enemy
from his foothold on the west hank, near
| the mouth of the river, and forced him
back across the stream to his old posi-:
tion on the east bank.

PATRIOTISM IS JOINED
WITH GHHISWAS SPIRIT.

Boston . Extends Eollday Greeﬁngs
to Nation’s Fighters While Ob-
serving Traditional Yuletide.

BOSTON. December 2i.—Patriotism,
jeincd hands with the Christmas spirit | 5%
today. In the thousands of homes Iin
this city and ite suburbs, where last
night the Red Cross service flags in the
windows were br!lliantly iluminated,
the first lhou:ht this morning was fory
the children. but fellowing close be-
hind it came the remembrance of the
men in the service of their country.

Soldiers, sailors and marines now in
training in this vicinity were given =
cheerful Christmas. Many organiza-
tiens joined in providing entertainment,
and all the men received useful gifts.
But the traditional Christmas observ-
ance was not neglected. The Salvation
Army' and other charitable societles
dietributed bountifully flled dinner
baskets among the poor. Inmates of
prisons, homes and hospitals were gen-
erously remembered. Allens at the im-
migration station, including fifteen Ger-
mans, were (hren a Christmas tree and
an entertainment., The home festivities
were not ‘curtalled. - In thes Catholic
;hu:cgut lmml :
rated, alar & WwWith a midni t mass
at the Cathedral of  the I-lel’}-!.l Cross,
whll.‘h was ittended by 5,000 people.

TO OUTLINE III-ITRY POLICY.

Secretary Baker Is Expected to Make
Definite Announcement.

A definite military olicy may be out-
lined by Secretary ker of the War
Department before either the Senate or
House military aftl.{rs eommittee, it
was sald today. The feelins‘ is grow-
ing that there ought to be a definite
 statement of I,ha wu- Department’s

L
num o man w i ed int
the service. * o 2

idea believe that

masses were cele-|.

PTES WORKERS
FOR EOVERNMENT

Representative Mapes’ Christ-
mas Wish Is for More
Pay for Clerks.

Representative Carl E. Mapes of
Michigan' of the House District com-
mittea, pities the plight of government
workers in Washington who are get-
ting less than enough to live on not-
withstanding many years devoted to
mah}ns thlmulves exwrts in Lm:.la

&Y B0 ‘."J
3tk atﬂu.!al in~
crea.u !‘n {hatr ulsries to ¢nable tham
at least to meet ihe coat of living.
What's more, he is going to help get
the increase.

Favors Substantial Increase.

“There's no.need of talking a lot
about it,” Representative Mapes said
today. “The principal thing is that 1
am for the'Increase, a substantial in-
crease, and that I especially want to
see the government clerks of low sal-
aries get énough to live on.

“Every ona Yknows that it is now cost-
ing-a.. great deal more for the neces-
sities of! life than weé have been accus-
tomed to pay, more than was paid
when the salaries of the government
workers wers fixed by law. It is pretty
hard for almost every one to meet ex-
penses these days, and it is especially
hard for those in the government serv-
ice.”

“We want to keep them loyal to the
government service, to retain them in
service - for their efficiency and train-
ing, especially at this time, when the
greatest efficiency of she country must
bs mobilized to win the war. To retain
them in’' the government service we

must pay them as much as they are
being offered elsewhere.”

Urgent Letters From “Back Heme."

A notable feature of the heavy
Christmas mail delivered during the
lazt week in the House office building
was ‘that it contained hundreds of let-
ters to the members of Congress from
“back home"” telling them that the fed-
eral employes all over the country are
personally interested in the proposed
salary increase. Petitions and resolu-
ticns from trade and fraternal organ-
izatlons have swelled the appeal.

One letter received by a member from
New York was from a fraternal organi-
zation which said:

“We are threatened with the loss of
many members who are In the govern-
ment wmervice. They claim that when
the government does not pay them
€nough’ to 'get food and clothing, they
cannol afford to continge in our or-

ganization muel: as they désire to bene-
fit hy the insurance and other features.”

Grocers Are Interested.

Organizations of grocers are showing a
great concern in the subject,, because
they say that if the gzovernment does
not ‘pay & lving wage and the federal
employes must have food the grocers
are the first to be caught in the debt
contagion that wul spread.

1,000 PERSONS ENDANGERED.

More Details Received in Regard to

Explosion in Krupp Works.
AMSTERDAM, December 25.—A f{ron-
tier correspondent of the Handelsblad

1says that the explosion which occurred

recently at the - Xrupp works had its
origin in a building where a thousand
‘persons were employed, The engine
‘room and turning shop suffered most,
and only the wooden portion of the
building was destroyed. According to
this correspondent there was no loss of
life.

A dispatch of December
Mnaestricht, Holland. gave

21 from

workmen

.{from Essen as authority for the state-
ment that the Krupp ‘plant had been

ablaze for twenty-four hours,

MOTHER AND CHILDREN
DIE IN BURNING HOME

GREENWOOD, ‘5.'C., December 25—
Mrs. J- L. Whitman and her six chil-
dren, nn‘m: in age - ‘from - three to
. were burned to death

Thaose faverink the
it will inapire the allies and at the
lune*ume Mrou ho Gmh. .

thirteen Years.
in their home near here last night.
The cause of the ﬁu is lwl. known.

]

‘'week ended

U. S. FIGHTING MEN IN EUROPE
REVEL IN CHRISTMAS JOYS:

Gen. Pershing’s Army Capitu-
lates to Santa Claus, Who
Takes Over Camps.

HEARTS ARE MADE GLAD
BY GIFT DISTRIBUTION

Children of I‘rench Residents Are
Made Participants in the
Festivities.

B3 the Associated Press.

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY
FRANCE, Monday, December 24 —The
American - expeditionary force tonight
capitulated to Santa Claus. With & light
snow falling throughout.the zone every
man in Gen. Pershing's army—'"dough-
boys.” cavalrymen, artillerymen, marine
Engineers,
work as the sun went down and started
ig to do the bidding of the jovial saint
temporarily in command.

First there was a rush to open the
Christmas packages from home, for dur-
ing the day mail truck after mail truck
had arrived “in the various towns where

top with presents.
the base port late, and extraordinary ef-
forts wers made to get it to the soldiers
promptly. Bo many a lonely American
fighter who had about come to the con-
clusion that his friends at home had for-
gotten him had cause to rejoice. With
their new sweatqrs on, new pipes in their
teeth, some  of them smoking fragrant
cigars, the men of the Army then set to
work- in earnest making it merry for the
children of France.

Under Fire Christmas Eve.

At zome distance from the American
zone the railway engineers at the Brit-

Iah front and other engineers at the
French front were spending their
Christmas eve under fire, but even

there the children of nearby neighbor-
hoods were being cared for. It was in
the headquarters town of t firat di-
vigion to land on French soil that the
niost elaborate entertainment was held,
howeyer. Because the church there
was pretty small, the ¥. M. C. A, -hut
was commandeered. During the after-
noon'. the ' American officers and men
worked hard erecting a gigantic
Christmas tree and decorating it, while
sentries posted outside kept inquisi-
tive youngsters at a safe distance. Fi-
nally the doors were opened and the
procession flled in, each little French
boy and glrl dressed in his or her best
and ‘accompanied by the mother, or in
the cases of the little refugees, whose
mohers. and fathers are missing, by
the woman who Iu u:ijnr‘ i!or t,lnm. '

BT the Trat with v a
k&t‘?ﬁ hﬂnu' and there by the

customary red, white, green and pur-

ple ll;hta

Liberal Display of Flags.

Crossed American gnd French flags
were numerously displayed and from|oys
eve branch- there hung boxes . of

R!. jumping jacks, candy sticks,
drumt. dolls and other playthings and
a plentiful sprinkling of apples and
oranges. Plled high at the base of the

toy =oldlers, guns, uniforineg, {ops, sew-
ing sets, heavy woplen mittens, muf-
flers, warm coats, dresses and shoes,

Then the real, live Santa Claus, who
in reality was none othér than the
French interpreter st headquarters,
stepped out. His springing activity call-
ed forth another appreciative chorus
from. the voungsters, and the host of
khaki-ulad soldiers standing in the
rear, spme of them stlll covered with
the mud of the training ground, grinned
as they heard the children shout.

The only reason any soldier of the
division was absent from the celebra-
tion was because there wasn't room for
him to crowd in. For it was the men
themselves who provided the bulk of
the money and they naturally were
eager to see the children being made
happy by the soldiers’ gifts. Each of
these gifts had been intended to fll
as nearly as possible the heart's desire
of the individual child and as quickly
as the child’s name was called from the
box containing the present the smil-
ing, bashful young citizen of Francé
walked up and received it. Then Senta
(Claus’ assistants who were certain
designated soldiers, distributed the
candy, fruit and small toys te all.

Similar Entertainments Elsewliere.

There were entertainments of a simi-
lar nature throughout the Army zone
on Christmas eve while the festivities
were planned for Christmas day at some
places. The men themselves, in addition
to the presents they received from
relatives and friends, got many from
other sources, such as the Red Cross
and the tobacco ‘fund. which latter dis-
tributed quantities of “smokes” on be-
half of many newspapers of the United
States. Despite the fact that there was
a turkey femine many of the units
managed to purchase a number of these
“birds” in France, while others, who
were less fonurlate were proﬂded’ with
chicken or goose, 50 that Christmas
premised a day of “bif eats” in the zone.

Taken all in all, the American Army
is spending a real American Christmas
in France.

OPENS FRENCH HOSPITAL.

American Red Cross Starts Trudeau

Sanitarium for Tuberculosis.

PARIS, December 25.—The Edward 1.
Trudeau Tuberculosis Sanitorium, named
in honor of the famous American speciai-
ist of French descent, was opened today.
The first patienta were refuges women
and children There are only eight beds
now, but it is hoped to increase the num-
ber to twelve hundred within the next
year. Dr. James 1. Gamble of Baltimore
and American Red Cross nurses comprise
the staff.

This is the firat tuberculosis hospital in
France created wholly by the American
Red Cross, and is { of
grench or American wmedical collabora-

on.

BRITISH LOSSES REDUCED.

13018 Men Figure in Casualties
During December 1924 Period.
LONDON, December 25.—The British

casualties reported for the period De-

cember 19-24, inclusive, number 13,919,

as follown:

Hilled or died of wounds—ODMcers,
208; men, 2,714,

Wounded or missing—Oficers, §37;
men, 10,160,

A very considerable decrease in the
British ties is shown in the

iatest figures. The casyalties for the
mber 18 m 17,976;
for the week ended December 11, 23,356,

and for the week eneed Deeember 4,
28,822,

=

IN§

“mule-skinners” — stopped:

the troops are Quartered, loaded to the
1
The mail arrived at

tree there were many boxes containing ey,

Real American Christmas for
Those With Flotilla in
British Waters.

ENTERTAINMEHT GIVEN o
AT NAVAL CLUBHOUSE

Turkey, Mince Pie and Trimmings
Served at the Sailors’
Dinner.

| By the Assovinted Press.

{ BASE OF AMERICAN FLOTILLA IN
| BRITISH WATERS, [December I5—
! Every sailor in the flotilla had a real

| American Christmas, The sallors ate tufs
;ke,\' and mince pie and had all the other
| trimmings that go with a Christmas din-
|ner. There was music at mealtime and
a few extra hours off duty, and each
sailor was happy.

Jackie was a bit angered at old Santa
;l"laus for being late with his parcels, let-
|ters and cards from the folks back home,
!but he consoled himeplf with the thought
| that he will be happy when he finally gets
::ll‘lern‘

Music and Christmas Tree.

The feature of the Christmas celcbra=
tion was an entertainment at the naval
clubhouse. It was staged by American
sallore and soldiers from the famous
Black Watch Regiment. Admiral Sims,
who came all the way from London to bas
with his bove over the holidays, was a
smiling spectator. While the show was

ng ashore. a group of thirty
singers from churches made the rounds of
the destrovers in the harbor singing
carols. Special church services for the
sailors wera held ashore.

The crisp December weather seemecd
tn enliven the holiday spirit. Every
ship fortunate enough to be in har-
bor had a Christmas tree. Most of the
trees were of the oy variety, but thes
were Christmas trees. Some dentroy=
ers had trees lashed to the masthead
and’ all were decorated. The sallors
on one vessel displayed a spirit of e
good will by playing hosts to their 8
officers. They decorated the wardroom
with holly and provided an elaborate
menu, with one cigar and two cigsé
rettes for each officer.

ilillot!’mon‘lllhipl..

This is the bill of fare provided on
all ips: Cream celery soup, sweel
pickles, celery and chow chow, Rhode
hlaml turkey, spiced ham, giblet gravy,
fruit dressings asparagus, sugar corm,
cream potatoes, cocoanut Iayer cake,
mince pie, fresh apples black coffes
and cigars.

Many homes near the base wers
thrown open to the Amefrican officers:
The British admiral commanding tHe
l&l on_mho_nwAMrll Blmluvl

wa?

“-'p"ﬁ'-\.

oficers oI ihe 5
ml‘nlﬂy Minus Turkey. -
ber 25.—Amer! n

LOI!DOK. Decem
:m s, soldiers and sailors in "

&n 1y will go without turkey today
because of war conditions. Otherwiss
they will enjoy open English hospital-
ity and made to feel at home a= much
as possible..

At the Y. M. C. A, eagle hut continu=

ous concerts will be given throughout
the holidays. A Christmas tree with
pruantl for all the mu and two spe=
cial free dinners will be given today. .

Most of the A i in Lo are
officers attached to special miss
ere are also aviators, sailors

vew England lumbermen whe have
een working in Scotland. Many Eng=
lish homes will be thrown open to the
Americans and scores will be enters
tained at Christmas dinner=s. An in=
formal luncheon will he held ot the
American officers’ cluh.

Whalter H. Page, the American ams=
bassador, and Mrs. Page will spend *
Christmas in the country. Attaches of
tke -embassy and the American cons=
sulate will spend the day- quictly .im
their homes.

MYSTERY IN MURDER.

Former Circus Clown Dragged From
Auto and Shot. :
KANSAS CITY, Mo.. December 25—
Eddie Eckert, aged twenty-five, fore
merly a clown with the Barnum .§
Bailey circus, was shot and Killed early
today by an unidentified man, who s~
caped. A motor car, with drawn ciur-
taina, stopped on a corner in the out-
Iving =ection of the city. the driver
dragged Eckert from the rear seat (o
the pavement, steadied him with soms
difficulty and shot him through the
forehead with a revolver. The slayer
then re-entered the car and drove away,
Before. the body was removed, and
while several persons were gathered
about it, a car drove up and the oe-
cupant shghted Tirning a flashlight
on the face of the dead man, he re-
marked: *“Well, | guess Eddie's dead™
Witnesses of the killing deciared this
man, who hurried away again, was
the slayer. The police believe the kill-
ing was due to an old grudgce.

ATTACK CALLED PRO-GERMAN.

Anti- Vlnsectmnnts Dbject to Aid-

ing Research Work in France.

BOSTON, December =i.—A statement
characterizing as pro-Gennran propaganda
an attack made upon the American Red
Cross *“by =o-called anti-vivisectionists®]
because the organization has given $100,- :
000 to the medica! stall of the United
States Army in France for research work,
was made public today by James Jacke
son, manager of the New England divi-
sion of the Red Cross. )
“Such research work,” said Mr. Jacks-
son, “may mean the saving of thousands
of human lives and may mean victory in
the war. Only weak sentimentalists. who
value lightly the responsibilities of citi-
zenship, can be influenced by such clear
and palnable German propaganda at um‘_jy"
a time."”

N

f
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GALA TIME AT CAMP mavm :

Wagonloads of Christmas Gifts and
Trees for Soldiers.
AYER. Mass., Dec:mber 25.—Christ=
mas day was celebrated in memorable
fashion at Camp Devens. Choruses of
soldiers of the National Army =ang
carolk in all parts of the camp Ilast®
night and gayly decorated oauariers
were crowded with happy men gath«
ered about Christmas trees, many of
them out in the neighboring woods.
fWagonioads of gifts, sent by the
‘home folks from all parts of New Eng-
ll.ml. were distributed last night and

Training was suspended for the
':;'::"'.,..,; -f:.,:?,.ma'".m":.‘:::.
1;
the afternoon e

e .w DI'



